SPONSORSHIP
Selecting a Participant

Think for a moment about how you felt when you got back home after your weekend. You
may have heard the words, “You’ve changed, but the world you’re going back to hasn’t.” Did it
really register? On your way home were you already thinking of people that you were going to
“recruit” even if you had to hog-tie them? Or were you just making a list of “can go’s” and “ought
t0 go’s?” Or were you thinking about some folks who really “need” the weekend because they’ve
been through a divorce or death of a loved one?

While all of these thoughts are well intentioned, haphazard or random selection of partici-
pants is neither desirable nor wise. The Via de Cristo method places heavy emphasis on prayer-
filled planning. The first planned step is to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any particular environ-
ments in which God wishes you to work. Read Acts 16:7-10. It tells the story of how the Spirit of
Jesus prevented Paul and his companions from entering Bithynia and how Paul was beckoned to go
to Macedonia. Although we may not have an experience like Paul’s, we still need to follow Paul’s
example. We should pray and be open to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The term “environment” may mean specific settings in which Christians find themselves
and can include home, job, church, leisure and so on. We ask ourselves where we might have the
most impact on the largest number of people.

After selecting a specific environment, we then try to identify the natural leaders in that
environment. For example, if the environment you have chosen is your own church, look for
persons who seem to alter the environment of a group when they arrive. These are most likely to be
the first people to approach.

After you have identified the leaders or potential leaders in those environments, then we try
to, “Make them your friends.” Then pray for clear guidance as to which of these new friends to
invite to a weekend.

Participants should be baptized Christians, reasonably stable and mature, with a desire for
God’s love and a longing to be set on fire with a zeal to do God’s work in the church and i the
world. They may not see themselves as leaders, but you do. You see a depth to their personality, an
ability to make decisions, a healthy independence and a natural affinity for the giving of love.
People like this are excellent choices for participation in a weekend.

It is important that the participants desire to grow spiritually and want to discover their gifts
so that they can use them for the good of the community. They should be open to being transformed
by Christ and to becoming active in the work of bringing others to Him.
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